
Suneet P. Chauhan, M.D. was born south of 
New Delhi, India in the north central city of 
Rewa. He relocated to Pennsylvania for under-
graduate studies at Arcadia University and his 
medical degree from Thomas Jefferson Univer-
sity in Philadelphia. His OB-Gyn residency at 
the Naval Hospital in Portsmouth, Virginia was 
followed by a Maternal-Fetal Medicine fellow-
ship under past CAOG President John Morri-
son at the University of Mississippi in Jackson, 
where he also worked closely with past CAOG 
President Bryan Cowan. 

A lifelong academician, Dr. Chauhan’s career 
included Peoria, IL, Augusta, GA, and Milwau-
kee, WI before becoming a professor of OB-
Gyn and Director of Maternal-Fetal Medicine 
at Eastern Virginia Medical School. He moved 
to his current similar position at the University 
of Texas Health Sciences in Houston, TX. Prior 
to his academic career, Dr. Chauhan served as 
Lieutenant Commander with the United States 
Naval Reserve Medical Corps and served both 
stateside and in Okinawa and Naples, Italy.  

Dr. Chauhan’s curriculum vitae includes over 
50 conference research awards, almost 300 
published abstracts and over 350 scientific jour-
nal articles. Combined with over 30 book chap-
ters and non peer review articles, Dr. Chauhan 

is one of the most aca-
demically productive 
members of the 
CAOG. He also con-
sults  for 7 specialty 
journals and serves on 
the editorial board of 4 
others. 

A longtime member of 
the Society for Mater-
nal-Fetal Medicine, 
Dr. Chauhan has also 
served on several of their most influential com-
mittees. He has been the principal or co-
principal investigator on over $2 million in Na-
tional Institute of Health research grants. He 
and his  associates annually submit numerous 
research abstracts for the CAOG Scientific 
Meeting. His resume is replete with teaching 
awards and in 2018 Arcadia bestowed him with 
an Honorary Doctor of Science (Hon. D. Sc.) 

Elected to CAOG membership in 2006 Suneet 
has served 3 years as the secretary-treasurer and 
program chair before continuing 3 more years 
in the presidential track. The CAOG is honored 
to introduce Dr. Suneet Chauhan as its 86th 
president. 

 
Trustees 
Emily A. DeFranco, DO (2017-2020) 
Craig V. Towers, MD (2017-2020) 
Dana M. Benden, MD (2018-2021) 
Peter B. Greenspan, DO (2018-2021) 
Jean R. Goodman, MD (2019-2022)  
Kinion E. Whittington, DO (2019-2022) 
 
Questions? andrew.wagner@nm.org     

Suneet P. Chauhan, M.D. 
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Special points of interest: 

�x First call for papers for 
2020 (insert mailed) 

�x 2020 dues statements 
mailed in December 

�x Reserve Napa, California 
2020 dates NOW 

�x Any delinquent dues are 
requested STAT ! 

�x Please update any new 
contact  information 
changes immediately 
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Almost 200 registrants mingled at the CAOG outdoor poolside Welcome Reception Wednesday 
night. Thanks to everyone who visited our most valued industry supporters. Without them meeting 
registration fees would require a substantial increase. Thursday morning, spouses and guests met 
with Dr. BarnabeiÕs adult children, Elisabeth and Ben Foran for breakfast followed by their pres-
entation on ÒHealthier Balanced Living Through Exercise, Diet and Yoga.Ó New active member 
Dr. Shilpa Babbar hosted an early morning yoga exercise class each day of the conference. 
 
The traditional Black Tie Banquet and Dinner Dance on Friday evening gave way to a moonlit 
Yucatan beachside party. Drs. Vanessa Barnabei & Andy Wagner  presented CAOG Awards for 
the winning papers and posters. Congratulations to all who  actively participated.  
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The CAOG extends its  
sincere appreciation to 
each of these valued 
friends from industry   
for their generous sup-
port of the educational 
and scientific objectives 
of the 2019 CAOG      
Annual Meeting. We 
hope you will join us in 
Napa, California in 2020. 
 

Hologic, Inc.* 
Natera, Inc. 

Sage Therapeutics 
(*Denotes Gold Level) 

The Central Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists conducted its 86th Annual Meeting at the 
Pyramid at the Oasis in Cancun, Mexico from October 16 Ð 19, 2019. The scientific program was  
developed through the year with the long hard work of the Scientific Program Committee chaired by 
Dr. Andrew Wagner, Secretary-Treasurer. Thanks to everyone for another great effort. The 2019 pro-
gram was extended from 3 to 4 days for more R&R at a foreign tropical resort. 
 
There were no sunrise lectures. The 22 podium oral presentations were interspersed with hot topics, 
invited lectures and a 2 day poster session to offer a diverse, lively and academic scientific program. 
The general sessions were awarded 18.75 CME I hours and 19 cognate credits from ACOG. 
 
Highlighted topics were reducing complexity on labor & delivery, management of periviable birth,  
mycoplasma genitalium, trauma informed care, the impact of consumerism on clinical practice, im-
proving fetal monitoring, the burnout cost of work, financial wellness update and the myth vs. reality 
of healthy living. Keynote speaker Dr. Jack Sciarra addressed ÒGlobal WomenÕs Health ChallengesÓ 
following a talk on ÒMexican WomenÕs Health Care OverviewÓ by Dr. Ernesto Castelazo Morales. 
 
The Presidential Address by Dr. Vanessa Barnabei was titled  ÒWhy IÕm Still a Feminist:   From     
Misogyny to Maternal Mortality.Ó CME  programs  involving  personal interaction like the CAOG  
Annual Meeting also provide a stress free break from work, networking opportunities that foster     
professional well being in addition to education.  
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IN  MEMORIAM 
 

Fernando G. Giustini, M.D. 
Wheeling, WV 

 
John C. Morrison, M.D. 

Jackson, MS 
CAOG President 1999 

Please promptly notify 
the CAOG office of any 
member deaths so they 
can be shared with the 

membership. 
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Chichén Itzá, Yucatan 
  Mayan cultural icon 



THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION OF 
 

OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS 
 
 

86TH ANNUAL MEETING 
OCTOBER 16 – 19, 2019 

 
THE PYRAMID AT GRAND OASIS 

                                                 CANCUN, MEXICO 
 
 
 
 

 

Incoming CAOG President Dr. Suneet Chauhan 
accepts his ceremonial gavel from Dr. Barnabei 

  MEETING 
  HIGHLIGHTS     

Great Science + Great Venue = A Successful Meeting     Mexican Tropical Splendor – WOW !! 



CAOG President Dr. Vanessa Barnabei, 
flanked by daughter Elisabeth and son Ben 
Foran, welcomed all attendees to Cancun. 

Dr. John Sciarra 
Keynote Speaker & 

Ob-Gyn Legend 

Courtney K. Pfeuti 
ÒMorley Memorial PaperÓ  

2019 CAOG SCIENTIFIC AWARDS 

Dr. Ernesto Castelazo Morales  
Guest Speaker 

Mexico City, Mexico 

Dr. Hector Mendez-Figueroa 
ÒPritchard AwardÓ  

CANCUNCANCUNCANCUN   
MEXICOMEXICOMEXICO    

Dr. Leah A. Hong 
ÒCommunity Hospital 

AwardÓ 

Dr. Gary G. Schwartz  
ÒPresidentÔs Certificate of  

Merit AwardÓ 

Dr. Lee P. Shulman 
ÒKrantz Award PaperÓ 

Dr. Emmet Hirsch 
 ÒCentral Prize  

AwardÓ 

Dr. Tiffany R. Tonismae 
ÒCowan FAR AwardÓ 

ÒYoung Investigator AwardÓ       
Michael DeGrandis unable to attend



How many of these CAOG attendees can you identify? Begin 
at the left with Wagner, Hirsch, Evans and Ginsberg. Up front 

on the right are Lee and Laura Shulman with her father. 

CAOG members John Calkins, Tom Sullivan 
and Kinion Whittington relax by the sea. 

2019  CANCUN  MEETING   
MEMORIES 

 Always popular posters vie for both the JudgeÕs Choice   
and PeopleÕs Choice cash awards 

We welcome new members, old friends & guests. 
Scientific presenters are always encouraged. 

Newly elected CAOG active members receive 
their membership certificates. You must attend a 

meeting to receive yours. 

Dr. Tom Arnold thanks CAOG                   
longtime industry supporter 
Anne Roddick (Hologic). 



 
 
                
                               
 

CAOG PAST PRESIDENTS:  
 

(Back left to right) Dr.’s Jack Sciarra, 
Paul Tomich and Mark Evans            

(Middle left to right) Vanessa Barnabei, 
Barb Parilla and Bob Sokol                    

(Front left to right) John Calkins       
and Lee Shulman 

(Dr. David Lewis not pictured) 

CAOG  BOARD  
OFFICERS AND TRUSTEES:  

 
(Back left to right) Dr.’s Suneet 

Chauhan, Coffy Pieternelle  
and James Van Hook  

(Middle left to right) Karolina Adam, 
Pamela Midboe-Penn, Andy Wagner, 
Craig Towers and Emily DeFranco 

(Front left to right) Vanessa Barnabei 
and Lee Shulman  

(Dr. Dana Benden not pictured) 



Central Prize Award –  Emmet Hirsch, M.D., NorthShore University HealthSystem, Evanston, IL 
ÒThe Relationship Between Glucose Testing in an Index Pregnancy and Outcomes in a Subsequent Pregnancy:  Implications for     
Testing GuidelinesÓ  
President’s Certificate of Merit Award – Gary G. Schwartz, Ph.D., MPH, Ph.D., Univ. of North Dakota School of Medicine  
and Health Sciences, Grand Forks, ND 
ÒIncreases in Albumin-Adjusted Serum Calcium Over Time Predict Ovarian CancerÓ  
Community Hospital Award –  Leah A. Hong, M.D., Henry Ford Health System, Detroit, MI 
ÒTo Treat or Not to Treat:  Effect of One Elevated Glucose Tolerance Test ValueÓ 
Young Investigator Award –  Michael William DeGrandis, B.A., Univ. of Cincinnati Medical School, Cincinnati, OH 
ÒThe Influence of Insufficient Prenatal Care on Severe Maternal MorbidityÓ 
Judges’ Choice GYN Poster Award –  Brennan N. Anderson, D.O., Aultman Hospital/NEOMED, Canton, OH  
ÒHPV Vaccination:  Optimizing Rates in Our Ambulatory Clinic at Aultman HospitalÓ 
People’s Choice GYN Poster Award – Katherine M. Tadros, D.O., Advocate Illinois Masonic Medical Center, Chicago, IL 
ÒMigration of Angular Pregnancy to Centric Position:  A Case ReportÓ  
Judges’ Choice OB Poster Award –  Katherine V. Ayo, M.D., Indiana Univ. School of Medicine, Indianapolis, IN 
ÒAre There Specific Antepartum Factors and Labor Complications That Predict Elevated Immediate Postpartum Edinburgh Postnatal 
Depression Scale Scores?Ó    
People’s Choice OB Poster Award –  Craig V. Towers, M.D., University of Tennessee Medical Center, Knoxville, TN 
ÒContraception Planning in a Designated Obstetrical Opioid Use Disorder ClinicÓ  
Dr. George W. Morley Memorial Paper – Courtney K. Pfeuti, B.A., Univ. of Wisconsin School of Medicine & Public Health, 
Madison, WI   
ÒA System-Level Approach to Improving Cervical Cancer Screening Rates & Surveillance:  Implementation of an Electronic Health 
Record Tracking System in a Community Health SystemÓ  
Dr. Jack A. Pritchard Memorial Paper – Hector Mendez-Figueroa, M.D., Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, TX 
"Adverse Outcomes Among Low-Risk Pregnancies at 39 to 41 Weeks:  Stratified by Fetal GrowthÓ  
Dr. Kermit E. Krantz Memorial Paper – Lee P. Shulman, M.D., Feinberg School of Medicine, Chicago, IL 
"Increasing Selection of Preconception Expanded Carrier Screening and Its Impact on Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis (PGT-M)Ó 
Dr. Bryan D. Cowan FAR (Fellows and Residents) Research Network Award – Tiffany R. Tonismae, M.D., Indiana Univ. 
School of Medicine, Indianapolis, IN 
"Cesarean Section Does Not Improve Survival Outcomes Less Than 25 Weeks Gestational AgeÓ  
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Shilpa Babbar, M.D., M.S., St. Louis, MO 
 
Roopina Sangha, M.D., MPH, Troy, MI 
 
Oscar A. Viteri, M.D., Sioux Falls, SD 

7-1!839:,6,9.2;!'+/,:-!<-=>-36!?;-+/-4!"#$%  
Laura K. Vricella, M.D., St. Louis, MO 
 
Julie R. Whittington, D.O., Maumelle, AR 
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Abida Hasan, M.D., Chicago, IL 
Kathryn C. Welch, M.D., Ann Arbor, MI 
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David M. Haas, M.D., M.S., Indianapolis, IN 
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Thanks to these additional 2019 Donors the PTO 
Endowment Fund continues to grow. All interest 
income is used to fund CAOG scientific awards. 
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WomenÕs Health Care Leaders 
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The 2019 Annual Meeting at the Pyramid at the Oasis in Cancun, 
Mexico was a resounding success. Non-attendees missed a great 
event.  After all the e-mails, faxes and telephone calls itÕs always fun 
to personally see so many members again. We are winding down 
2019, but hereÕs what you can expect in 2020 leading up to our sec-
ond visit to the always popular Napa, California wine country. 
 
The 2020 member dues billing and first call for papers were mailed 
in early December. This gives everyone the tax option of paying in 
either 2019 or early 2020. Your prompt remittance is  always most 
appreciated. Any past dues are also appreciated. You can pay online. 
 
The quarterly CAOG newsletters arrive electronically and contain 
current information. Please read them and frequently refer to them 
for reminders. The recent yearÕs  newsletters are always online at the 
CAOG website for your convenience. The deadline for membership application is July 1st.  
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Rochelle Hickel 
Executive Director 
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Hello from your Secretary-Treasurer ! 
              First, I would like to thank everyone for their participation in the most recent Annual Meeting in Cancun!  Whether you 
presented, were a discussant, posed a question to a presenter, or welcomed a new member, this meeting would not have been  as 
wonderful and successful without you. 
              If you have any suggestions for next yearÕs meeting in stunning Napa Valley, please contact me by phone at (405-923-
6712) or email (andrew.wagner@nm.org). 
              We know many of you are on Twitter so please follow us @TheCAOG. If you have ideas for tweets, please contact me. 
We had fairly good participation in our second annual hashtag (#CAOG2019) contest. The winner of the random prize drawing  
was Dr. David Haas at Indiana University-Purdue University,  Indianapolis. 
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Thomas F. Arnold, M.D. 
Shilpa Babbar, M.D. , M.S. 
Brent W. Bost, M.D., M.B.A. 
Emily A. DeFranco, D.O. M.S. 

Mark I. Evans, M.D. 
Dennis J. Lutz, M.D. 
John J. Sciarra, M.D., Ph.D. 
Irene  A. Stafford, M.D. 



THE CENTRAL ASSOCIATION  OF 
OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS 

 
       CALL FOR ABSTRACTS AND PAPERS 2020 
                        CAOG  87th Annual Meeting 
                  The Meritage Resort, Napa, California                            
                                   October 28 – 31, 2020 

 
The   2020  Central  Association   Meeting  will  be  held  at The Meritage Resort in Napa, California, from      
October 28-31, 2020 (Wednesday thru Saturday). The Program Chair is Andrew F. Wagner, M.D., from        
Chicago, Illinois. Plans are underway  for at least 20 oral  presentations,  multiple hot  topics, and a poster ses-
sion. The Annual Meeting is our primary scientific function and attracts a national audience. 
 

Abstract Submission 
Enhance your participation in the CAOG by submitting your original research this year. All submissions are to  
be electronic. No paper submissions will be accepted.  The deadline for 2020 abstract submissions will be     
Monday, April 27, 2020  11:59 CST.  To submit your  abstract online, please use the CAOG website link: 
 

http://www.caog.org/submit-abstract2.cfm 
 

Authors are cautioned that the content of your abstract should not have been, nor will be presented at any                 
international, national or district meeting and that no paper arising from it will be published prior to the CAOG    
meeting. The length cannot exceed 800 words, with at least 500-600 words devoted to methods and  results. 
 
Awards — The Program Committee will select papers and posters for the following awards: 
 

Central Prize Award Ñ President's Certificate of Merit Award Ñ Central Poster Awards 
These awards will be given for outstanding investigative or clinical work in the field of Obstetrics and Gynecol-
ogy. Those eligible to compete are accredited physicians, faculty, researchers, and medical students whose work 
was done within the CAOG geographic confines. The recipient of the Central Prize Award will receive $2,000; 
the President’s Certificate of Merit Award $1,500; Judges’ and Peoples’ Choice Poster Awards $500 each. 
 

Community Hospital Award 
For research in the field of Obstetrics and Gynecology by CAOG area members located in a community hospital 
that is not a full-time medical school. The recipient of this award will receive $1,000. 
 

Young Investigator Award 
For research in the field of Obstetrics and Gynecology performed by CAOG area fellows, residents, medical       
students and new practitioners (less than three years). The award winner will receive $750. 
 
For research in the field of Obstetrics and Gynecology performed as part of the CAOG “Far Research Network.” 
The award winner will receive $1,000. 
 
For more information on the 2020 Annual Meeting, contact CAOG Executive Director Rochelle Hickel at any of 
the addresses shown below. Thank you in advance for your willingness to participate.  
 
              CAOG Office                                                                            Telephone:          701-838-8323 
              P.O. Box 3010                                                                           Fax:                     701-852-8733 
              Minot, ND 58702                                                                       E-mail:                rhickel@caog.org 
 


