
Dennis J. Lutz is a “Big Sky Country” native 
who graduated from the University of Montana, 
Bozeman in 1969 and obtained his M.D. from 
Cornell University Medical College, New York 
City in 1973. Following initial internal medi-
cine training at the University of New Mexico, 
Albuquerque, he completed his OB-GYN resi-
dency at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN.  

In 1979 Dr. Lutz returned “west” to Minot, 
North Dakota where he has combined private 
community practice with academics for almost 
thirty years. As Professor and Chair of the Uni-
versity of North Dakota School of Medicine 
and Health Sciences Department of Obstetrics 
and Gynecology since 1986, Dr. Lutz is the 
longest serving clinical chair in the 103 year 
history of his institution. He has been hospital 
Chief of Staff and on the Board of Governors. 

Nationally, Dr. Lutz has served as Chair of     
ACOG District VI and chaired the Council of 
District Chairs. He also spent many years as an 
ABOG oral examiner and is a fellow of the 
American College of Surgeons. The recipient 
of numerous awards for teaching and research, 
Dr. Lutz has a long list of organizational mem-
berships and leadership positions including 
Chair of the North Dakota Maternal Mortality 

Committee and per-
petual secretary-
treasurer of the 
North Dakota Soci-
ety of OB-GYN. 

Dr. Lutz is known 
as a Renaissance 
man in every sense 
of the word, with 
publications and 
frequent presenta-
tions embracing 
medicine, western history, numismatics, gene-
alogy, philately and eponymy. He is a diplo-
mate of the University of Colorado Graduate 
School of Banking, Boulder and is widely 
respected for his financial acumen and time 
management expertise. 

A member of  CAOG since 1983, Dr. Lutz 
has served as a trustee on the Board of Direc-
tors and has attended 25 consecutive meet-
ings. Since 2005, Dr. Lutz’s organization and 
meeting management firm “COMPS” has 
guided the CAOG with the help of his excep-
tional staff. He and wife Meryl have three 
children. The CAOG is honored to introduce 
Dennis J. Lutz, M.D. as its 75th President. 
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 Social Events and Spouses Program 

New Orleans Meeting Report 
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Almost 250 registrants mingled at the CAOG Welcome Reception which, for the third time, 
was combined with the opening of the Exhibit Hall. The following morning spouses and 
guests enjoyed a welcoming breakfast hosted by Dr. Harriette Hampton, wife of the CAOG 
President. The program began with Catherine Hansen Strange, co-author of “Fearless Enter-
taining” who vividly demonstrated some of the great traditions of southern hospitality. This 
was followed by a Fall Fashion Show, highlighting the Saks Fifth Avenue collection. 
 
The traditional Friday evening Black Tie Banquet and Dinner Dance was elegant, fun and 
drew a great crowd. Dr. Bryan Cowan presented CAOG Awards to the winning papers and 
outgoing officers after which everyone enjoyed an evening of music and late night dancing to 
the up tempo rhythm of  “E L S.” What a night to be in swinging New Orleans !! 

Meeting Report: 
New Orleans, LA 

CAOG  Industry Friends & Benefactors 
 
The CAOG extends its       
appreciation to each of 
these valued friends 
from industry for their 
generous support of 
the educational and 
scientific  objectives   
of the 2008 CAOG   
Annual Meeting. We 
look forward to seeing 
each of you at our 2009 
Annual Meeting in 
Maui, Hawaii. 

 
American Academy of Cosmetic Gynecologists 

Baxter BioScience 
Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals, Inc.* 

Clinical Innovations 
Digisonics, Inc. 

Duramed Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 
Eli Lilly & Company 

GE Healthcare 
Intuitive Surgical 

Lippincott, Williams & Wilkins Publishers 
 
 

 
Medical Diagnostic Laboratories, LLC 

MEDIQUS Asset Advisors, Inc. 
Neoventa, Inc. 

Ortho Women’s Health and Urology 
Pamlab, LLC 

Siemens Medical Solutions USA, Inc. 
Texas Children’s Fetal Center 

Ther-RX Corporation 
Upsher-Smith Laboratories, Inc.  

 
 

* Gold Level Supporter 

The Central Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists conducted its 75th Annual Meet-
ing at the elegant Ritz-Carlton Hotel from October 22 – 25, 2008. The scientific program was 
developed through the year by the long hard work of the Scientific Program Committee 
chaired by Dr. Kirk Ramin, Assistant Secretary-Treasurer. Thanks for another great effort. 
 
The 3 daily sunrise lectures and 20 podium paper presentations were interspersed with hot 
topics, invited lectures and a two-day poster session to offer a diverse, lively and academic 
scientific program. The general sessions were awarded 16.5 CME I hours plus 16.5 cognates 
from ACOG. The robotics postgraduate course was awarded 2 additional hours of credit as 
well. 
 
The Presidential program theme, “Technology and its Impact on the Future of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology,” was addressed from the perspective of robotic surgery, radiology, bariatric sur-
gery and cosmetogynecology.  The poster sessions introduced an overwhelmingly popular 
“People’s Choice Award” to complement the traditional “Judges’ Award.” 
 
A third Distinguished Professor lectureship honoring Dr. Kermit E. Krantz, M.D. was inaugu-
rated by Dr. John W. Calkins from the Univ. of Kansas. It was followed by the Presidential 
Address titled  “Women’s Health Care Vital Signs:  Stable or Not?,” delivered by Dr. Cowan.  
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Dancing:  a CAOG tradition 
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Incoming President Dennis Lutz, M.D. 
(left) being welcomed by retiring  
President  Bryan Cowan, M.D. 

 The CAOG EQUATION:  Great Science + New Orleans = HOT STUFF ! 



Moderator Vanessa Barnabei (left) challenged Dr.’s Robert Wild and  
Diana Curran in the CAOG “Great Debate:  Hormone Therapy Today” 

Dr. Fangxian Lu 
“President’s Certificate 

of Merit Award”  

Dr. Stephen Fortunato 
“Community Hospital 

Award” - again! Dr. Egle Bytautiene 
“Young Investigator 

Award” 

Dr. Jerrie Refuerzo 
“Jack Pritchard  

  Memorial Paper” 

President Bryan Cowan posed the question: 
“Are Women’s Health Care Vital Signs Stable?” 

Dr. Gary Lipscomb 
“Central Prize Award” 

Dr. Elliot Philipson offered pearls from his new  
“Handbook of Nutrition and Pregnancy” 

Dr. John Calkins (left) delivered the Dr. Kermit E. Krantz 
Distinguished Professor Lecture after being introduced by 

Dr. Tom Sullivan, all from the University of Kansas 

Dr.  Marie-Eve Bergeron (left) “Kermit Krantz Memorial Paper” 
and Dr. Harriette Hampton “George Morley Memorial Paper” 

AWARD WINNERS 




